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.agents were. Furthermore, since the Czechs knew that
the Czech caf& were all under observation they usually
patronised the German ones where no spies were to be
found, or those favoured by the Reichswehr officers
who ate well and cheaply and paid with money from the
vaults of the Czech National Bank.

An anonymous denunciation to the Gestapo was
often sufficient for an arrest to take place. Thus the
Director of the Sekuritas Insurance Company, together
with some thirty employees, was arrested merely because
two German employees claimed that they were Com-
munists. In many cases the accuser was unknown. An
action for slander was out of the question. The Sekuritas
people were soon liberated for lack of evidence, but they
were informed that they must not dismiss the two
German employees.

I was myself present when a Jewish house-owner
received a phone call from the Gestapo to say that he
must excuse his German tenants from payment of rent,
since they were unable to pay; should he attempt to
collect the rent, he would be arrested.

Those arrested were taken by the Gestapo in large
cars which speeded through the city day and night to
the cells at police headquarters in Bartholomew Street
where nine or ten were obliged to sleep on one straw
mattress. They were usually beaten when questioned,
compelled to humiliate themselves and shout 'Long
live the Fiihrer'. Viennese were for the most part in
control, assisted by sturdy peasants from the country.
If Acre were not sufficient grounds for an arrest^ the